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Criminal Justice Processes
1. What influences offenders' willingness to serve Alternative Sanctions? Be specific and give details. 
Several studies have been conducted to compare perception held by offenders towards alternative sanctions. It was determined that roughly a third of participating offenders declared a willingness to serve an incarceration term in place of participating in intense supervision probation. There are several reasons for this finding. The main reason could be low level of education as a study by the Oklahoma Department of Corrections found that offenders with high levels of education preferred participating in probation and boot camp than serving their terms of incarceration (Williams, May & Wood, 2008). Less educated offenders were likely to consider intense supervision probation as a punitive experience. Age is another important factor as younger inmates were more likely to participate in community service, regular probation and boot camp. Offenders with participation history in boot camp and community service were more likely to take part in alternative sanctions than offenders without previous experience. Social dynamics play a key role as females and married offenders were more willing to participate in alternative sanctions than single males. 
2. What is restorative justice? Is it effective? Why or why not?  
Restorative justice is the definition of intervention that emphasize on restoring the health of the community, meeting needs of victims, repairing harm done, and guiding the offender to contribute to those repairs. It allows participants to play active roles in reducing the damage done to the community (Cole, 1999). It is an effective form of justice as victims are empowered, provided with a stronger sense of belonging, and given closure. It is also effective because offenders are made closely aware of the full extent of their actions. By providing a human impact of behaviors by offenders, communities are able to heal better and restitution is provided.
3. Do you support victim impact statements? Why or why not?  
I support victim impact statements because they provide a full portrayal of how offending behavior affected the victim. There are crimes such as fraud or kidnapping which may not bring physical damage to the victim, but creates emotional havoc on the individual for a lengthy period. Victim impact statements educate the court, parole board and public in general about the human impact of human behavior (Davis & Smith, 1994). These statements are highly important because they provide information about damage that would otherwise have not been considered or made available to the court or parole board. They offer the victims the opportunity to take part in the criminal justice process and directly confront the offender.
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